Years in the Reichstag
length of time, from a high tariff, but it had never
occurred to me that a member of the Reichstag could
justifiably defend such private interests as against
those of the nation as a whole.
I followed with close attention the scientific economic
discussions which preceded the parliamentary debate.
Many of us collaborated in the committee of experts
set up by the Reichstag. It developed that, together
with my political associates, I could fully agree with
the recognized agrarian scientists like Professor Aerebo
and Professor Sering. They were strongly opposed
to a high grain tariff, the levy that was to become
the cornerstone of the entire system. Although
very thorough research work was accomplished in
these debates, the deputies who later made the
decisions took little notice of the proceedings. Most
interested and attentive were the labour parties and
some representatives of small peasant groups.
During our researches and while we were assem-
bling scientifically sound data, other negotiations had
been going on behind the scenes which seemed to
interest the gentlemen of the Right much more.
The small farmers were not invited to them. The
reason for this I had an opportunity to explain later
in the Reichstag. Only one tenth of the German
agrarians, the Junkers, were interested in high grain
prices, while nine tenths of them, the medium and
smaller farmers, had to buy grain and therefore
wanted low grain prices. The famous scientist Lujo
Brentano had estimated that the cost to the German
nation of the newly proposed high grain duties would
be about one billion marks. The main burden would
have to be borne by the masses of the people in the
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